No  Allioncos.  Iraq  is  “out  of  all 
foreign  alliances;  we  have  omitted  the 
word  ‘ally’  from  our  dictionary,”  Pre¬ 
mier  Kassem  said  on  Feb.  12  in  a  Bagh¬ 
dad  radio  broadcast,  in  a  new  afiSrma- 
tion  of  Iraq’s  intention  to  go  it  alone. 
Disclosing  that  Iraq  was  sending  a 
planeload  of  arms  to  Algerian  rebels 
each  week,  Kassem  pledged  solidarity 
with  all  Arab  states.  He  said:  “We 
will  be  friends  to  all  but  allies  to  none. 
It  is  only  when  an  Arab  state  is  sub¬ 
jected  to  danger  that  we  will  be  an  ally 
of  that  state.” 

The  resignation  from  the  Iraq  cabinet 
of  six  pro-Nasser  “nationalist”  members 
moved  Iraq  further  away  from  the 
UAR.  They  were  replaced  on  Feb.  8 
by  independents  and  Socialists.  No 
Ba’ath  party  members  remain.  Next  day 
200  pro-Nasser  nationalist  supporters 
were  arrested.  The  Communist  news¬ 
paper  Ittihad  Al-Shaab  was  suspended 
for  criticizing  the  cabinet  changes,  but 
on  appeal  from  the  editors,  Kassem  re¬ 
versed  the  order  within  hours.  National 
Guidance  Minister  Hussein  Jamil,  who 
ordered  the  suspension,  resigned  in 
protest  after  “violent  friction”  with 
the  Premier.  New  street  clashes  and 
arrests  were  reported  by  Syrian  papers 
on  Feb.  13. 

The  pro-Nasser  cabinet  ministers 
moved  out  as  Baghdad  announced  that 
pro-Nasser  Col.  Arif,  Kassem’s  one-time 
chief  confederate,  had  been  sentenced 
to  death  by  hanging.  This  set  off  pro- 
Arif  demonstrations  in  Beirut,  Damas¬ 
cus  and  Tripoli. 

The  Cairo  radio  claimed  that  Arif 
had  been  betrayed  by  rivals  for  Pre¬ 
mier  Kassem’s  favor.  The  trial  was 
marked  by  bitter  attacks  against  UAR 
President  Nasser  by  Col.  Fadhil  Mahd- 
awi,  who  presided. 

AM  to  Iraq.  A  major  portion  of  Iraq’s 
five-year  development  program  was 
awaked  to  the  USSR,  which  won  20  of 
the  choicest  contracts  in  the  50-project 
(Continued  on  page- 171) 


Moscow’s  Stake  in  Nasser 


Some  analysts  have  wishfully  attempted  to  portray  the  Iraqi- 
Egyptian  struggle  as  a  conflict  between  Arab  Nationalism  (i.e.,  the 
supporters  of  President  Nasser)  and  Communism  (i.e.,  the  supporters 
of  Vernier  Kassem).  Accordingly,  they  argue  that  Iraq  will  slip  into 
the  Kremlin  orbit  unless  we  stren^hen  Nasser. 

That  analysis  assumes  a  break  between  Cairo  and  Moscow.  But  re¬ 
cently  published  figures  show  that  Nasser  is  the  principal  beneficiary 
of  the  ^viet  blocks  aid  program.  The  January  issue  of  the  authoritative 
Lloyds  Bank  Review  lists  Soviet  credits,  loans  and  grants  to  the  UAR 
at  $925  million — $600  million  to  Egypt,  of  which  $250  million  have  been 
drawn,  and  $325  million  to  Syria,  of  which  $130  million  have  been  drawn. 
This  astonishing  sum  is  more  than  43  per  cent  of  the  total  Soviet  bloc 
aid  of  $2.12  billion. 

And  if  some  believe  that  the  recent  Cairo-Moscow  exchange  over 
Nasser’s  suppression  of  domestic  Communists  portended  a  diminution 
of  Soviet  generosity,  the  answer  came  on  Feb.  5  in  a  Moscow  broadcast 
to  the  Near  East  extolling  the  Kremlin’s  assistance  to  Egypt  and  Syria, 
and  replying  to  the  “imperialist”  press  which  “has  been  trying  to  be¬ 
little  the  success  of  the  economic  cooperation  between  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  UAR.” 

According  to  that  broadcast,  trade  exchange  between  Egypt  and 
the  Soviet  Union  multiplied  12  times  from  1954  to  1957.  Soviet  aid 
constitutes  50  per  cent  of  the  Egyptian  industrialization  program  and 
the  Soviet  provides  nearly  30  per  cent  of  all  of  the  capital  needed  for 
financing  the  Syrian  region’s  projects. 

☆ 

The  conflict  between  Cairo  and  Baghdad  is  not  a  struggle  between 
Nationalism  and  Communism.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  conflict  between  two 
rival  Arab  nationalisms,  or,  to  be  precise,  between  Iraqi  nationalism  and 
imperialistic  Egyptian-led  pan-Arabism.  And  while  neither  has  joined 
the  Soviet  bloc,  Irath  Cairo  and  Baghdad  are  now  actively  serving  the 
overall  Soviet  objective — to  undermine  American  influence  in  the  Near 
East  and  Africa. 

The  easy  temptation  for  the  West  is  to  compete  with  Moscow  for 
Nasser’s  favor.  But  to  send  our  dollars  in  pursuit  of  Soviet  rubles  in 
capitals  where  America  is  the  target  of  state-organized  and  state- 
financed  propaganda  merely  permits  Moscow  to  preside  over  the  squan¬ 
dering  of  our  resources.  On  the  other  hand,  logic  argues  that  we  should 
strengthen  those  countries  in  the  Near  El^t  which  resist  domination 
by  commissar  and  colonel,  and  which  still  want  to  remain  free. 

While  the  Soviet  bloc  has  been  increasing  its  economic  offensive, 
the  U.  S.  economic  aid  program  to  15  nations  in  the  Near  East  and 
South  Asia  sharply  declined  from  $427.5  million  in  fiscal  1957  to 
$282.8  million  in  fiscal  1958. 

The  critical  question  is  whether  our  gover  nent  will  expand  its 
economic  program  to  meet  the  challenge. 
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ANALYSIS: 


. . .  Propaganda — and  People 


The  Arab  Line 

What  is  the  current  Arab  propaganda 
line  in  Washington? 

The  blueprint  was  circulated  on  Cap¬ 
itol  Hill  during  the  last  fortnight  by  the 
National  Association  of  Federations  of 
Syrian  and  Lebanese  American  Clubs, 
which  provided  members  of  Congress 
with  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  sub¬ 
mitted  to  William  M.  Rountree,  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  of  State. 

The  major  purpose  of  the  document 
is  to  build  support  for  UAR  President 
Nasser,  who  is  described  as  “the  symbol 
of  freedom  and  independence  to  the 
Arab  masses  in  all  Aiab  lands.”  The 
memorandum  suggests  that  Nasser  and 
other  Arab  leaders  be  invited  to  the 
U.S.  to  confer  with  President  Eisen¬ 
hower.  [Last  week  it  was  disclosed  that 
King  Hussein  of  Jordan  plans  to  visit 
the  U.S.  in  March.] 

While  the  Arab  memorandum  is  crit¬ 
ical  of  past  U.S.  policy,  it  commends 
“the  recent  improvement  in  American- 
UAR  relations”  which  has  resulted  in 
the  releasing  of  blocked  funds  and  the 
tale  of  U.S.  surplus  wheat 

According  to  the  memorandum,  “the 
most  important  issue  in  the  Arab  world 
today  is  not  the  Communist  menace, 
but  Israel  and  the  Palestine  Arab  ref¬ 
ugee  problem.” 

If  this  be  so,  the  question  arises:  why 
did  the  Arab  states  bitterly  oppose  the 
U.S.  proposal  for  a  thorough  UN  study 
of  the  problem  to  end  the  tragic  ordeal 
of  the  refugees?  The  U.S.  delegation 
raised  the  issue  sharply  last  fall,  reflect¬ 
ing  growing  dissatisfaction  with  the 
failure  to  bring  about  any  substantial 
resettlement.  But  the  Arab  states 
blocked  the  proposed  UN  study. 

Many  people  in  oflScial  Washington 
will  alM  question  the  view  that  the 
major  issue  in  the  Near  East  is  Israel 
and  “not  the  Communist  menace.”  In 
recent  months,  the  countries  of  the  Near 
East  have  been  preoccupied  neither  with 
Israel  nor  with  the  th^t  of  Moscow, 
but  with  inter-Arab  conflicts.  Veteran 
observers  report  that  there  has  been  less 
discussion  of  Israel  in  Arab  capitals 
than  at  any  time  in  many  years. 

But  do  the  majority  of  Americans 
of  Arab  descent,  for  whom  the  memo¬ 
randum  purports  to  speak,  actually  con¬ 
cur  in  its  appraisal  of  CoL  Nasser? 
Most  Arabs  in  the  U.S.  are  Qiristian 
Manmites.  In  recent  months  many  of 


them  sympathized  with  the  Maronites 
in  Lebanon  who  were  struggling  to 
maintain  their  position  in  that  country 
in  a  bitter  conflict  with  Nasser.  And  the 
record  shows  that  many  of  the  Christian 
Lebanese  actually  favored  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  State  of  Israel. 

Dissident  Minority 

Another  propaganda  exercise  which 
had  echoes  in  Washington  was  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  of  the  American  Coun¬ 
cil  for  Judaism  held  in  Chicago.  Al¬ 
though  this  organization  speaks  for  a 
minuscule  group  of  American  Jews, 
many  people  are  confused  by  its  name 
and  bewildered  by  its  eccentric  press 
releases  which  attack  the  major  Jewish 
organizations  and  agencies  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  both  Zionist  and  non-21ionist,  which 
are  concerned  with  Israel’s  survival 

The  major  Jewish  organizations  have 
from  time  to  time  issued  public  state¬ 
ments  rejecting  the  policies  and  attitudes 
of  the  American  Council  for  Judaism. 
Thus  in  1956,  statements  were  issued 
by  the  rabbinical  organizations  repre¬ 
senting  all  three  branches  of  Jewry — 
Orthodox,  Conservative  and  Reform — 
the  Rabbinical  Council  of  America,  the 
Rabbinical  Assembly  of  America  and 
the  Central  Conference  of  American 
Rabbis.  The  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Reform  rabbis  contained  a  six-point  in¬ 
dictment  against  the  Council,  charging  it 
had: 

“1.  Impaired  the  vital  work  of  the 
United  Jewish  Appeal  in  a  time  of  dire 
emergency; 

“2.  Injected  damaging  divisiveness 
within  some  of  our  own  Reform  con¬ 
gregations; 

“3.  Sought  to  influence  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  State  in  a  policy  contrary 
to  the  best  interests  of  both  the  U.S. 
and  the  State  of  Israel; 

“4.  Reinforced  the  efforts  of  the 
Arabs  and  others  to  incite  prejudice  and 
enmity  against  the  State  of  Israel  and 
Jewish  people  throughout  the  world; 

“S.  Impugned  the  patriotism  of  the 
vast  majority  of  American  Jews  in¬ 
cluding  the  members  of  the  Central 
Conference  of  American  Rabbis;  and 

“6.  Distorted  and  misrepresented  the 
nature  and  meaning  of  Judaism.” 

Althou^  the  Council  describes  itself 
as  an  educational  organization  and 
dq)recates  political  activity  by  other 
Jewish  bodies,  it  never  faik  to  appear 
at  the  national  political  conventions  to 


offer  its  views  to  the  platform  commit¬ 
tees  and  to  attack  the  program  sub¬ 
mitted  by  other  Jewish  organizations. 

Open  Door  for  People 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Jews  have  been  working  together 
ever  since  the  State  of  Israel  was  estab¬ 
lished  to  help  Israel  receive  and  resettle 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  Jewish  ref¬ 
ugees.  This  weekend,  in  New  York, 
major  Jewish  organizations  are  sum¬ 
moning  American  Jews  to  a  new  and 
greater  effort  to  resettle  Jews  who  are 
now  coming  out  of  Rumania. 

Beginning  last  September,  the  Ru¬ 
manian  government  suddenly  decided  to 
permit  a  number  to  emigrate.  There 
had  been  no  prior  negotiation  with  Is¬ 
rael  or  the  Jewish  Agency,  but  those 
who  came  out  were  welcomed  in  IsraeL 
The  number  rose  to  7,000  in  December 
and  8,000  in  January,  and  it  is  esti- 
Doated  that  100,000  may  come  before 
the  year  ends.  Many  of  the  inunigrants 
are  rejoining  their  families  in  IsraeL 
Many  of  them  are  professionally 
train^,  and  ultimately  they  will 
strengthen  Israel’s  economy,  but  in  the 
meantime  Israel  will  need  large-scale 
assistance  to  pay  the  emergency  cost 
of  their  absorption.  This  requires  an 
expanded  effort  by  the  Unit^  Jewish 
Appeal  and  in  the  sale  of  Israel  Bonds. 

This  generation  of  American  Jews 
were  helpless  bystanders  during  the 
1930s  and  early  1940s  when  Hitler  an¬ 
nihilated  six  million  Jews,  many  of 
whom  might  have  been  saved  if  there 
had  been  a  place  for  them  to  go.  And 
even  when  the  war  ended,  hundreds 
of  thousands  who  escaped  Hitler’s  death 
factories  were  herded  into  displaced 
persons  camps,  unable  to  move  b^use 
no  country  would  take  them  in.  Finally, 
with  the  establishment  of  Israel,  there 
was  sanctuary  for  the  Jews  in  the  dis¬ 
placed  persons  camps,  for  those  who 
lived  as  second-class  citizens  in  Moslem 
countries  and  those  who  managed  to 
emerge  from  Eastern  Europe  where 
they  had  lost  rights  and  property. 

The  great  influx  into  Israel  in  the 
first  three  and  a  half  years  totalled 
686,000.  Then  immigration  tapered  off. 
In  the  last  seven  years  it  has  totalled 
248,000,  or  about  35,000  a  year.  Is¬ 
rael  estimates  that  the  inunigration  from 
Eastern  Europe  was  360,000. 

The  numbCT  left  in  Eastern  Eurc^ 
is  comparatively  small  It  is  estimate 
at  45,000  in  Poland;  15,000  in  Czecho- 
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sk>vakia;  1  ISjOOO  in  Hungary;  between 
150,000  and  225,000  in  Rumania;  and 
6,500  in  Bulgaria.  This  is  exclusive  of 
Jews  who  still  live  in  the  Soviet 
Union  and  who  are  not  permitted  to 
emigrate.  Their  number  is  somewhere 
between  two  and  three  million. 

Arab  ^eara** 

It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the 
new  immigration  will  be  attacked  by 
pro-Arab  propagandists,  who  will  insist 
that  Israel  does  not  have  room  and  will 
be  compelled  to  expand  its  frontiers. 
But  Israel  does  have  room.  Its  popula¬ 
tion  density  is  now  only  250  per  square 
mile,  and  both  Lebanon  and  the  cul¬ 
tivable  area  of  Egypt  are  far  more 
densely  populated.  Israelis  maintain 
that  they  can  absorb  a  substantial  ntim- 
ber  of  immigrants  if  they  can  develop 
their  land  and  make  the  best  use  of 
their  water. 

If  the  Arabs  sincerely  entertain  fears 
of  Israel’s  expansion,  they  can  easUy 
secure  reassurance.  Israel  has  repeated¬ 
ly  offered  to  enter  into  peace  treaties  on 
the  basis  of  the  existing  frontiers,  and 
the  U.S.  government  offered  in  August 
1955  to  guarantee  the  agreed  frontiers. 
The  Arabs  have  never  taken  up  the 
offer. 

Nevertheless,  it  may  be  expected  that 
the  new  migration  will  be  attacked  on 
political  and  propaganda  grounds.  One 
newspaper  has  ^eady  editorially  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  Russians  are  deliberately 
permitting  the  exodus  in  order  to  stir  up 
trouble  between  Israel  and  the  Arabs. 
This  type  of  interpretation  will  evoke 
bitter  recollections  of  the  period  preced¬ 
ing  the  State  of  Israel  when  similar 
arguments  were  offered  to  prevent  the 
rescue  of  Jews  seeking  escape  from  Hit¬ 
ler’s  Europe.  In  the  1930s,  it  was  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  British  could  not  permit 
German  Jewish  refugees  to  come  into 
Palestine  because  this  might  open  the 
door  to  Nazi  agents — a  curious  con¬ 
tention  since  Iraq  and  Egypt  were 
honeycombed  with  Nazi  and  Fascist 
agents,  and  the  Nazis  were  powerful 
enough  to  bring  about  a  successful  re¬ 
volt  in  Iraq.  The  same  argument  was 
made  with  a  new  twist  after  the  war 
when  Jewish  immigrants  sought  to  sail 
from  Rumania  to  Palestine  in  1947. 
That  exodus  was  attacked  on  the  ground 
tibat  it  might  allow  Communist  agents 
to  penetrate  the  Near  East,  an  obvious 
absurdity  since  the  Communist  party 
has  never  made  headway  in  Israd  and 
is  a  splinter  group. 

The  Arab  demand  that  Israel  close  its 
doors  to  Jews  in  need  is  deeply  re¬ 
sented  by  those  who  recaD  past  chap- 
tm  in  appeasement  when  human  life 
was  sacrificed  in  a  vain  attempt  to  pla¬ 
cate  enemies  of  Israers  restoration. 


Fulbrighrs  Policy 

The  Administration’s  foreign  policy 
will  be  subject  to  challenge  in  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee  with  the 
accession  of  Sen.  J.  William  Fulbright 
(D)  Ark.,  to  chairmanship.  Sen.  Ful¬ 
bright  has  criticized  the  Administration’s 
policies  on  many  counts.  For  the  last 
three  years  he  has  contested  Secretary 
of  State  Dulles’  evaluation  of  Near  East 
developments,  and  he  has  maintained 
that  the  Administration  might  have 
blocked  Soviet  penetration  of  the  region. 
He  has  charged  that  the  Administra¬ 
tion  erred  by  excessive  reliance  on  mili¬ 
tary  aid  programs  and  that  the  U.S. 
should  have  placed  greater  emphasis  on 
long-term  economic  development  to 
counter  the  Soviet  thrust. 

In  January  1957,  he  questioned  the 
Eisenhower  Doctrine  and  offered  his 
own  resolution  setting  forth  a  policy 
to  achieve  international  peace  in  the 
Near  East  He  called  on  the  Adminis¬ 
tration: 

to  negotiate  arrangements  to  assure 
free  passage,  on  equitable  terms,  in  war 
and  in  peace,  through  the  Suez  Canal  to 
all  nations; 

to  strive  for  a  reduction  in  tensions 
between  Israel  and  the  Arab  states,  to 
assist  in  the  negotiation  of  mutually 
acceptable  boundaries,  the  resettlement 
of  refugees,  the  protection  of  Holy 
Places  and  the  conclusion  of  peace 
treaties;  and  until  these  purposes  are 
accomplished,  to  seek  the  continued  in¬ 
tervention  of  UN  police  forces  between 
Israel  and  Egypt; 

to  contribute  its  fair  share  of  re¬ 
sources,  including  technical  assistance, 
to  long-range  economic  development 
and  to  the  development  of  independent 
and  progressive  social  institutions  in 
the  Near  East; 

to  reaffirm  U.S.  determination  to 
exercise  the  right  of  individual  or  etd- 
lective  self-defense  under  Article  51  of 
the  UN  Charter  should  any  armed  at¬ 
tack  occur  affecting  its  national  security. 

In  subsequent  speeches  Sen.  Fulbright 
charged  that  Secretary  Dulles’  with¬ 
drawal  of  the  Aswan  Dam  c^er  had 
led  to  a  series  of  disasters  and  that  the 
U.S.  had  “handed  Communism  a  key 
to  the  Middle  East**  He  charged  that 
developments  in  Syria  illwtrated  the 
weakness  of  the  Eisenhower  Doctrine 
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and  he  insisted  that  the  Iraqi  coup  ex¬ 
posed  the  futility  of  the  Bagdad  Pact 
approach. 

In  July  1958  he  supported  Uii.  inter¬ 
vention  in  Lebanon  despite  regrets  over 
its  implications.  He  said  the  U.S.  had 
no  policy  in  connection  with  President 
Nasser.  He  disagreed  with  U.S.  reliance 
on  military  pacts  and  doctrines  on  a 
global  scale  and  he  questioned  whether 
the  U.S.  had  apprais^  the  motivations 
behind  Near  East  revolutions.  Later  he 
contended  that  the  West — the  only  cus¬ 
tomer  of  Arab  oil — had  exaggerate  the 
importance  of  Near  East  oil,  and  that 
in  the  event  the  West  was  deprived  of 
all  oil  in  the  area,  the  deficit  could  be 
made  up  from  other  sources. 

Fulbright  has  accused  G.O.P.  leader¬ 
ship  of  blocking  the  appointment  of 
Henry  Labouisse,  former  UNRWA  di¬ 
rector,  as  ICA  chief  because  he  is  a 
Democrat  He  called  on  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  to  resist  political  pressure  in 
diplomatic  appointments,  and  he  asked 
fm*  more  information  about  Ogden 
Reid,  ex-publisher  of  the  N.  Y.  Herald 
Tribune,  who  is  to  be  named  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  Israel. 

A  N«w  Committdtt 

The  Administration  has  formally  re¬ 
quested  Congress  to  approve  a  supple¬ 
mental  appropriation  of  $225  million  to 
supply  the  Development  Loan  Fund 
with  additional  money  with  which  to 
carry  on  its  lending  program  to  under¬ 
developed  countries.  The  House  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Appropriations,  which  will 
deal  first  with  the  Administration*s  re¬ 
quest,  has  named  a  Special  Subcom¬ 
mittee  on  Deficiencies  to  consider  it. 
The  subcommittee  includes: 

Dniaenita]  Albart  Thomaa,  T«x.  (ehairiaan) ; 
Miehaal  J.  Kirwan.  Ohio;  Jaha  J.  Boonagr.  N.  T.; 
Edward  P.  BoUsd.  Maaa. 

Bavablicaaai  Bin  F.  Janaaii.  la.;  Prask  T. 
Bow,  Ohio;  aad  Charlai  R.  Joaaa,  N.  C. 

I - 1 

I  I 

I  FROM  OUR  READERS  i 

I  Robert  G.  Spivack,  Washington  | 
I  Bureau  Chief,  New  York  Post:  | 

I  “I  find  the  Near  East  Report  | 
I  more  informative  than  any  of  the  | 
I  other  publications  we  see  that  | 
I  deal  with  this  troubled  part  of  the  | 
I  world.  Also,  it*s  better  written.**  I 
I  j 
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Comment 


pwMd  bM  SmUcated  Us  sccsptsnes  in 
prolr'-^O^  ot  UfeB  ^  iB  *> 


From  Caravan:  The  Story  of  the 
Middle  East  (revised  edition).  By  Prof. 
Carlton  S.  Coon,  U.  of  Pennsylvania. 
(Henry  Holt  and  Co.,  N.  Y.,  1958.) 

*'Part  ot  the  current  tronble  in  the 
Arab  lands  is  that  their  centera  of  ur¬ 
ban  popnlation  are  separated  from  each 
other  by  deserts,  mountains,  water  and 
fordgn  nations.  Perhaps  a  greater  bar¬ 
rier  to  unity  is  simply  that,  faced  with 
independence,  they  have  no  traditional 
mechanism  for  unity,  no  framework  for 
building  up  large  political  structures. 
Loyalty  is  to  a  man’s  father,  uncles  and 
brothers.  The  preferred  marriage  is 
with  the  father’s  brother’s  daughter, 
and  this  keeps  lineage  within  narrow 
bounds.  As  kinship  fans  out  under  this 
system,  the  lines  of  cleavage  grow 
stronger  than  the  ties  of  loyalty. 

“Despite  efforts  to  introduce  western- 
style  parliaments  and  bureaucracies, 
centuries  of  role  by  Turks  and  decades 
of  rule  by  the  British  and  French,  have 
failed  to  alter  the  basic  Arab  system 
of  human  relations.  We  most  remember 
that  most  of  Colonel  Nasser’s  fellow 
colonels,  who  have  set  up  a  framework 
for  expansion,  are  not  Arabs  by  tra¬ 
dition  but  Turks  from  that  Ottoman 
elite  of  Cairo,  with  a  century  of  West- 
'iemisation  behind  them.  Shishekly,  the 
former  dictator  of  Syria,  is  a  Kurd,  as 
was  Saladin  of  the  Crusades.” 


From  Jordan:  Its  People,  Its  Society, 
Its  Culture.  By  George  L.  Harris. 
(Grove  Press,  N.  Y.,  1958.) 

“The  single,  most  important  supplier, 
distribute  and  employer  in  Jordan  is 
an  international  organ — ^the  United 
Nations  Relief  and  Works  Agency  for 
Palestine  Refugees  (UNRWA);  it  also 
plays  a  key  nde  in  stabilising  agricul¬ 
tural  income  through  the  purchase  of 
wheat,  the  major  cash  crop  of  the  na- 
tioo.  .  .  .  The  general  outlook  for  the 
development  of  a  self-sustaining  econ¬ 
omy  seems  unpromising.  The  extremely 
limited  industrial  base  will  continue  to 
relect  the  shortage  of  raw  materials 
and  power;  broadening  the  base  will 
require  basic  improvements  in  transpor¬ 
tation,  access  to  industrial  skills,  and  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  purchasing 
power  ot  the  popnlation — all  very  long- 
range.  Improvement  ot  agriculture 
continues  to  be  impeded  by,  among 
other  things,  the  chronic  Arab-Israel 
tension  which  prevents  the  development 
of  the  Jordan  Valley.” 


vietMfinff  iho  neu^s 

continued 

program.  Sen.  John  Marshall  Butler 
(R)  Md.,  charged  that  secret  American 
bids  had  been  leaked  to  the  Russians 
by  Iraq’s  pro-Soviet  Minister  of  Eco¬ 
nomics  Ibrahim  Kubba,  enabling  Mos¬ 
cow  to  cut  its  bids  by  20  per  cent. 

Disclosing  that  Iraq  expects  to  spend 
about  $1.8  biUion  on  its  five-year  plan 
Sen.  Butler  called  on  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  to  “register  a  strong  protest  to  the 
Iraq  government”  Butler  said  that 
Kubba’s  close  ties  to  the  Kremlin  are 
indicated  clearly  in  his  refusal  to  per¬ 
mit  the  Iraq  press  to  mention  that  a 
big  Russian  contracting  team  is  in  Iraq. 

A  large  Soviet  training  mission  is 
now  teaching  the  S3,0(X)  man  Iraq 
army  to  use  Soviet  armor.  There  have 
been  four  recent  shiploads  of  heavy 
Soviet  arms.  (Czechoslovakia  will  train 
Iraq  pilots  to  fly  Soviet  MIOs.  The 
Egyptian  mission  was  sent  home. 

Prussurw  on  Iran.  Ever  since  the  July 
14  Iraq  coup  the  U.S.  has  been  seeking 
to  reassure  members  of  the  Baghdad 
Pact,  who  have  been  under  mounting 
Soviet  pressure.  While  refusing  to  join 
the  Pact  the  U.S.  has  offered  to  strength¬ 
en  economic  and  military  agreements 
with  the  member  countries.  These 
negotiations  have  been  protracted  be¬ 
cause  the  U.S.  has  been  unwilling  to 
offer  sweeping  guarantees  against  all 
aggression,  refusing  to  go  beyond  the 
Eisenhower  Doctrine. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Soviet  Union 
has  negotiated  with  Iran  for  a  non¬ 
aggression  and  economic  aid  treaty. 
The  new  Soviet  pact  was  to  have  re¬ 
placed  the  treaty  of  1921  which  al¬ 
lowed  the  USSR  to  send  troops  into 
Iran  if  a  hostile  third  nation  entered  the 
country.  The  USSR-Iran  negotiations 
have  bMn  broken  off.  Moscow  blames 
the  U.S.  for  nressuring  the  Shah. 

Youth  Conclovo.  The  Afro  -  Asian 
Youth  Conference  in  (Cairo  on  Feb.  2 
was  greeted  by  Nasser,  Soviet  Premier 
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Khruahehev,  and  Red  Chinese  Premier 
(Chou  En-lai.  Opposition  by  southeast 
Asian  representatives  among  the  44 
Afro-Asian  nations  to  seating  the  Soviet 
Union’s  delegates  wrecked  Cairo’s  fa¬ 
cade  of  unity.  Indonesians  were  sup¬ 
ported  by  South  Vietnamese,  Japanese 
and  other  delegations,  and  were  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  Red  Chinese. 

The  conference  closed  with  resolu¬ 
tions  against  Western  “imperialism,” 
Israel  on  the  Arab  refugee  question,  the 
U.K.  on  the  Omani  question,  and 
France  on  the  Algerian  question. 

Triol.  Israel  has  arrested  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  a  four-man  patrol 
which  crossed  the  Gaza  border  on  Feb. 
4  in  pursuit  of  Arab  infiltrators.  He 
may  court  martialed  on  a  charge  of 
crossing  the  border  in  violation  of  ord¬ 
ers.  A  Bedouin  woman  and  child  were 
killed  in  the  shooting  affray,  which 
brought  censure  on  Israel  by  the  UN 
Mixed  Armistice  Commission. 

Arab  Prapogonda.  A  meeting  of 
Arab  information  experts  in  (Cairo 
recommended  a  coordinated  propaganda 
system  with  a  $1.8  million  budget  and 
five  new  information  offices  abroad. 
Dmidlockud.  The  U.K.-UAR  agree¬ 
ment  on  the  settlement  of  the  Suez 
claims,  negotiated  last  month,  was  long 
delayed  because  (Cairo  refused  to  grant 
diplomatic  immunity  to  a  British  mis¬ 
sion  which  would  complete  details  of 
the  agreement  London  claimed  that 
improved  British-owned  property  in 
Alexandria,  valued  at  £26  million  was 
put  down  by  Cairo  as  farm  land  worth 
£1  million. 

Rud  Suo  Fuduration.  Six  British-pro¬ 
tected  sheikhdoms  in  West  Aden,  bor¬ 
dering  the  Red  Sea,  formally  signed  a 
constitution  creating  the  Federation  of 
Arab  Emirates  of  the  South.  Skirm¬ 
ishes  with  Yemen  have  been  frequent 
over  the  undefined  northwest  borders. 
There  are  12  other  states  in  the  pro¬ 
tectorate,  in  some  of  which  strong  pro- 
Nasser  sentiment  is  reinforced  by  daily 
Moscow  and  Cairo  broadcasts. 
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